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The spirit of generosity is the defining force for Black Dog Animal Rescue. 
We are indebted to our Volunteers, Board of Directors, Staff, Donors and 
Business Partners, whose remarkable contributions continue to create 

enduring benefits to our shelter animals across the State. 

          Thank you!
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2014-2015 Board of Directors:
President 
 Bill Benskin
Secretary 
 Nicole Novotny-Smith
Treasurer 
 Shannon Fermelia
 
Christine Stickley
Coleen Haines
Jodi Weppner
Rachel Girt
Cathy Balser
Annie Wood
Kelly Leichtnam

Staff: 
Executive Director  
 Britney Wallesch
Director of Operations  
 Emilee Intlekofer
Volunteer Manager  
 Bailey Anthony
Adoption Drive Specialist  
 Cayla Myers



Letter of Appreciation 
This is our first-ever annual report. And it is because you have continued to lift us up, encourage us, and carry us forward 
in our mission that we are able to keep improving each year, bringing you more and more of the material, accountability 
and results you expect. I hope you will find the content of this report an assurance that we are working in your good 
confidence to provide the programs and services necessary to ensure a better future for the pets and people of our great 
home state.

This past year was, once again, a record breaking year of adoptions for BDAR. Altogether, 427 dogs and puppies were 
adopted, roughly 5% more than the previous year. This may not seem like much, but unlike traditional shelters whose 
capacity to care for animals remains essentially constant based upon the number of kennels and cages contained within 
the building, BDAR builds our program capacity through the ongoing process of volunteer foster home recruitment and 
training. Any growth in our adoption program is a direct reflection of growth in the foster home program. 
As you already know, the dogs in our care come to us by way of local animal shelters. Animals who are transferred to 
BDAR come to us only through a collaborative effort with those shelters to identify animals who need extra time or 
care, due in part to shelter overcrowding, environmental stress, or injury and illness. Through these partnerships and 
our selective intake process, we are able to focus our resources on the animals who need them the most. This year, 
we partnered with numerous other organizations to help save more lives than ever before. Those partners include the 
Cheyenne Animal Shelter, Laramie Animal Shelter, Rawlins Rochelle Animal Shelter, Waggin’ Tails Shelter, the Laramie 

Peak Humane Society, Metro Animal Control and 
Welfare, the City of Gillette Animal Shelter and numerous 
other small-town police departments and veterinary 
clinics.

With your help, we were able to provide routine but 
necessary care for each dog, preparing them for adoption 
by spaying or neutering, vaccinating, and microchipping. 
Whenever they needed it, dogs were treated for ear 
infections, tooth decay, skin or coat problems, arthritis, 
and upper respiratory infections common to shelter 
populations. Shy dogs got the safety and security needed 
to blossom, rowdy dogs got fun and positively reinforced 
training in basic manners, scared and fractious dogs were 
given the confidence to let down their defenses. Together, 
we gave them all a second chance.
The rapid growth of the foster, volunteer, and adoption 
programs necessitated the hiring of additional staff to 
keep up with the demands of our expanding programs and 
services. We outgrew our first adoption center on House 
Ave. in Cheyenne and were able to find and renovate a 
new facility to better serve you. The cost of maintaining all 
of these programs totaled more than $196,000.00, and 
thanks to you, we were able to afford it.

In keeping with our commitment to you to build an 
organization which will sustain and further the cause of 

animal welfare in our state, the Board of Directors met for an intensive strategic planning process in October. Together, 
we defined the major priorities and goals for the coming years, working not only to strengthen our existing systems, but 
also to look forward and examine opportunities for far greater effect. Ultimately, we decided our work will never succeed 
without strong partnerships and collaborative efforts. As the only state-wide agency devoted to companion animal 
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welfare, BDAR is uniquely positioned to unite the various organizations and people whose collective interest might drive 
the changes we wish to see. 

Thank you to all of you who have given of yourselves to help us continue in our life-saving work. To the volunteers 
who have dedicated tens of thousands of hours of their time, to the members of our Board of Directors who use their 
experience and expertise to chart our course, to our driven and passionate staff, and to our hundreds of donors and 
business partners, I extend my deepest gratitude. There is no explaining the undeniable bond between ourselves and 
our pets, and there is no doubt our relationship to animals is an indicator of our relationship with the rest of our world. 
Because you help to create hope for them, you have helped to create hope for all of us.

Sincerely,

Britney Wallesch
Executive Director 
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V ision: Black Dog Animal Rescue is working to 
ensure a better future for the pets and people of 
Wyoming.

Mission: The mission of Black Dog Animal 
Rescue is to provide homeless animals across 
Wyoming with guaranteed safe and secure 
placement, promote the use of proven life-saving 
programs in our communities, and advocate for 
animal welfare.

Strategic Priorities (for calendar years 2015-2016):
Priority 1 - Program Development and         
Enhancement including education and training
Priority 2 - Written plan for building facilities
Priority 3 - Foster statewide industry    
communication and cooperation
Priority 4 - Pursue organizational development   
and expansion
Priority 5 - Broaden and diversify income base
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Adoptions: The goal of BDAR’s adoption program 
is to successfully match rescued dogs with 
responsible families as quickly as possible. BDAR’s 
adoption philosophy is that the process should be 
as easy as possible while still maintaining enough 
standards as to be reasonably sure of the long term 
welfare and compatibility of the dogs and people.

The process: 
 • New animals arrive at BDAR and are   
professionally photographed and placed online at  
 over a dozen pet listing sites and social media 
outlets as quickly as possible.
 • Potential adopters view the animals online 
and submit a quick questionnaire designed to 
help our adoption team identify whether they are a 
good fit for the dog they inquire about, or whether 
another recommendation might be made.
 • A volunteer adoption coordinator checks 
references and then issues an approval and helps 
to set up a meeting between the foster family, the 
potential adopter, and an adoption facilitator.
 • The prospective family meets with the foster 
family and is helped with introductions to children or 
other pets and is provided with a behavior summary 
and information intended to help with a successful 
transition to the adoptive home.
 • If a match is made, the adopter signs a 
contract, is provided with veterinary records, pays 
an adoption fee, and takes their new pet home that 
day.
 • Since the bulk of the work done in our 
adoption program is performed by volunteers 
in their spare time, and since adoptions require 
coordinating schedules for foster homes and 
prospective adopters, the average length of time to 
complete a BDAR adoption is about 5 days. 

In 2014:
 • 427 dogs and puppies were afforded a 
second chance and adopted into loving homes.
 • Dogs stayed an average of 24.8 days in 
foster care before adoption.
 • 85.5% of adopted dogs remain in their 
adoptive homes.
 • 97.5% of all dogs admitted to the program 
were adopted.

Volunteer and Foster programs: Without the 
support of the volunteer and foster home program, 
there would be no BDAR adoption program. 
Foster families provide housing, shelter, stability, 

training, and love to shelter dogs who need a 
second chance. All of the animals in BDAR’s 
adoption program reside with volunteer foster 
families until they are adopted. Foster families are 
provided with the tools and materials, support, and 
encouragement needed to care for the dogs until 
they are adopted. 
A large number of day-to-day program functions 
are carried out by volunteers. Volunteers screen 
and process adoption questionnaires, facilitate 
play group training, host off site adoption drives, 
transport rescued animals, perform intake 
evaluations and vaccinations, photograph animals, 
record donations and issue thank you letters, 
fundraise, provide community outreach, perform 
facilities maintenance and upkeep, manage IT 
services, assist with data tracking and analysis, 
and help to advance strategic goals. Altogether, 
volunteers donated 22, 250 hours of service.

In 2014:
 • 54 individual foster homes participated in 
the program.
 • More than two dozen trainings were held 
for volunteers.
 • Families from Cheyenne, Laramie, Casper, 
Colorado and Nebraska hosted fostered dogs.
 • Foster care volunteers contributed more 
than 10,250 hours of volunteer service.
 • An estimated 11,950 hours of service 
were provided by volunteers, the equivalent of 6 
additional full time employees!
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Jessica & Loren Ackels
Dena Alexander
Morgan Amberson
Robert & Gabrielle 
 Andrade
Bailey & Brentton
 Anthony
Diane Beffert
John Benskin
Meredith Bickell
Danielle Booth
Sheila Bremer
Bryon & Amy Brockel
Kellie Brodrecht
Amber Brown
Pam Burd
Mona Chandler
Justin & Ashley Clark
Andrew Cook

Adriana Cooper
Cathy & Rob Corbin
Natalie & Sean
 Crawford
Sara Decker
Molly Donnell
Megan Dudenhoeffer
Lisa & Martin Glick
Sharon Gordon
Chris Grooms
Katy Gustafson
Jen Hardy
Amalia Harrison
Wendy & Ray Hawver
Ann Hill
Kobie Howard
Rene & Rusty Hunt
Emilee & Casey   
 Intlekofer

Amber Jording
Mandy Kauffman
Melissa Knab
Cassie Lallick
Kayla Lyday
Sabrina Maness
Nika Martin
Katherine McCrea
Ginni Melton
Brenda Metcalf
Missy Moellenberg
Cayla Myers
Amy Nelson
Mark & Lisa Nowotny
Kevin O’Hare
Brendon Orr
Stacey Packard
Amanda Payne
Stacey & Scott   
 Rorabaugh
Tracey Rosenlund
Michelle Schreiber
Jean Shiverdecker
Stacy Schultz-Bisset
Brandee Smith
Debbie Snell
MaryAlice Snider
Erin Statter
Brittany Steinman
Carly Stewart

Tim & Gwen Elder
Andrea Sullivan
Tansey Sussex
Julia & Thomas Talley
Lisa & Steve Taylor
Sheila, Rhiannon, &   
         Donovan Thomalla
Laurel Thornhill
Randi Todd
Dena & Joshua Tromp
Bernadette Van der Vliet
Shelly Ward
Megan Weisensee
Katie & Reyes Whiteley
Jeff Wordeman

Thank you to our Volunteers!



Additional Programs and Services: Thanks to your ongoing support, we have been able
to add additional routine programs and services to better serve the people and pets of Wyoming.

C lyde’s Fund: Providing medical care for homeless animals with extraordinary needs and for 
whom adoption might not be an option without medical intervention.

Low-cost microchips: Affording people the ability to have their pet permanently identified in the 
event they become missing and need to be reunited with their owner.

The Empty Dish Pet Pantry: Assisting members of the community with free dog and cat 
food and other supplies during times of financial hardship.

Positive Alternatives to Shelter Surrender (P ASS) program: Re-homing 
assistance for dogs who need not ever enter a shelter.
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Development and Finances:
Established in 2008 as an all-volunteer program, BDAR has grown into a respected and celebrated 
organization thanks to the ongoing support of our community partners and individual donors. 
Additional programming, organizational infrastructure, and yearly gains in the number of lives 
impacted are all made possible by our generous contributions. Altogether, you showed more support 
of BDAR than ever, raising $154,576.00 to help save more pets. 
In 2014:

•  Our monthly donor program, the Constant Companion Club, increased by 28 members,   
collectively contributing $14,974.00 over the course of the year.

• Events including the annual Jackalope 5K, Summer Mutt Fair, and Bark and Wine 
collectively raised $80,094.00 in support of our lifesaving programs and services.

• The Board of Directors engaged in an intensive and comprehensive strategic planning 
process, setting big-picture goals and priorities for the coming years.

• Two new full-time staff members were added to the team, including our Director of 
Operations and our statewide Volunteer manager.

• Staff and key volunteers attended national training opportunities including the Society of 
Animal Welfare Administrator’s Management Conference, the Colorado Federation of 
Animal Welfare Administrator’s Conference, and Best Friend’s Animal Society’s National 
Conference.

• A new larger and more functional location for the Cheyenne adoption center was located 
and renovations on the facility began in preparation for a 2015 move.

• We participated in our first ever #GivingTuesday event, raising nearly $7,000.00 during the 
global day of giving.
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Public Support                   $74,482

In Kind Donations         $30,890

Fundraising Events         $80,094

Merchandise Sales           $7,335

Program Services         $47,584

Total Support            $240,384.73

3.1%

33.3% 12.9%

31.0%
19.8%

Expenses:
1.4%

10.8%

87.9%

Program         $196,055

Funding           $24,006

Merchandise Sales            $3,034

Total Expenses         $223,095

Support :
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2014 Top C ontributors 
We could not hope to continue to do this work without you. Your ongoing support of these life-saving 
programs and services ensures that so many animals who need extra time and care will get the 
second chance they deserve. Without you, we would not be able to offer sick, injured, or elderly 
animals the veterinary care necessary to prepare them for adoption. The big, black dogs, the pit 
bulls, the ancient Chihuahuas, the wild, unruly mutts — they all need something extra before leaving 
our doors. And because of you, they continue to get it. Whatever they need; be it time, medical care, 
training, grooming, socialization or love  — you are helping to provide it. And because you do, they all 
get to look forward to a day when they are finally united with their forever families. Thank you.



$250 - $499
Abbott, Ken & Betty
Ackels, Jessica &   
 Loren
Anthony, Brentton &   
 Bailey
Archer, Mary
Armidillo Storage
Balser, Cathy
BarBos Corp
Bass, Chris
Bill Grandpre   
 Construction
Big Al’s Auto
Bowen, Laura
Buckley, Lucas
Buehler, Steven &   
 Wendy
Caine, Charles
Carden, Kayla
Cheyenne Dog Food
 Company
Cheyenne OBGYN
Cheyenne State Bank
Corbin, Cathy
Creech, Jyl
Crimson Sky Tattoo
Dahl, Juliana
DeFee, Patty
Family Foundation,   
 Joannides
Farrar, Janet
First Interstate Bank
Fraternal Order of the  
 Eagles #3493
Glotzer, Heather
Holly Frontier
Hot Power Yoga
Howard, Kobie
Inbody, Joi
Innocci, Leah
Intermountain Internal  
 Medicine
Jay, Mollie & Peter
Johnson, Janet
Joliff, Katie
Knab, Melissa
Loghry, Corey
Mecca, Sue

Murdoch’s Ranch and  
 Home Supply
Murthy Family
Nelson, Amy
Pain Consultants of the  
 Rockies
Palmer, Michael & Sally
Pechac, Eleanor
Pedal House
Pritchard, Gale
Racine, Merissa
Sherrer, Cheryl
Spine and Injury Clinic  
 of Laramie
Stoddard, Gloria
TriHydro Corporation
Tucker, Laurie
Wal-Mart Distribution  
 Center #7077
Warren Federal Credit  
 Union
Weppner, Jim & Linda
Williams, Wendi
Wind City Dental
Wolf Creek Radio   
 Broadcasting
WY-Risk, Inc.
Yarber, Kristine

$500 - $999
Align
Beck, Debra & Robert
Behringer, Kristina &  
 Jake
Big Hollow Food Co-Op
Bonini, Laurie
Bryant, Pollie & John
Century 21 Bell Real  
 Estate
Cheyenne Kennel Club
Cheyenne Light, Fuel,  
 and Power
Cheyenne Radiology  
 Group
Corcoran, Alison
Datus, Gary & Marie
Davis, Virginia
Dixon, JD
Gordon, Sharon &   
 Brooks
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Hayes, Christina
IBEW Local 415
Jonah Bank
Kauffman, Heather
McGee, Hearne, and  
 Paiz, LLC
McKenna, Jennifer
Meena, Jack
Sam’s Club
Sit Means Sit   
 Cheyenne
Stickley, Christine
Sullivan, Andrea
Taco John’s
Tennant-Caine, Julie
Weishaupt, Lisette
Wenck Associates
Wyoming Armored  
 Service Cargo &  
 Courier, Inc

$1,000 - $4,900
Haines, Coleen
Homes by Guardian
Jones, Mac & Suzanne
Lang, Douglas
Lavanchy, Jennifer
McIlquham, Mac
McKenna, Jennifer
Meza, Rebecca
Montgomery    
 Broadcasting
Todd, Randi and Mike                    
Trader’s Shopper’s   
 Guide
Weidel, Susan
Weir, Patricia
Western Vista Federal  
 Credit Union

$5,000+
Carlton, Jeff & Lynne
Cowboy Dodge
Fermelia, Shannon and  
 Richard
PETCO Foundation
Rescue Rangers, Inc.
Townsquare Media




